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I n t r odu ct ion  

 

The topics used in the paper were relevant , interest ing, inform at ive and easily accessible for the 

m ajorit y of the candidates. Most  of the candidates at tem pted the paper very well. Generally, the 

exam  was very successful and appropriate for the set  abilit y of the age group.  

The overall perform ance of the candidates was good. The Urdu to English t ranslat ion quest ion was 

well answered, while English to Urdu t ranslat ions have also shown som e im provem ent  this year as 

com pared to previous years. I t  seem s that  Urdu script  writ ing is now being tackled at  schools. 

Candidates with good Urdu writ ing skills st ill appear to lack in their  English com posit ion skills and 

vice versa.   

Quest ion 1:   

I n quest ion 1, where the candidates were required to t ranslate 5 sentences in Urdu, m ost  of the 

candidates m anaged it  well to do accurate and precise t ranslat ion into Urdu. The sentences were 

interest ing and frequent ly used in everyday life. Candidates with good knowledge of gram m ar and 

vocabulary perform ed very well and achieved full m arks. 

I n quest ion 1(a)  a num ber of candidates t ranslated the phrase ‘thank you again’ as ‘shopping 

again’. I n case of 1(b)  the phrase ‘not  born but  t rained’ caused lit t le difficult y for som e candidates. 

I n case of 1(c)  ‘Swat  valley’ and ‘really excit ing’ brought  a variety of t ranslat ions which were not  

appropriate. The m ajorit y of candidates tackled well quest ion 1(d) . I n case of 1(e)  som e 

candidates did stum ble on the phrase ‘eagerly looking’. I n addit ion, one or two candidates did not  

write their  answers in Urdu.  

Quest ion 2:  

I n quest ion 2, instead of two different  passages for t ranslat ion as  in previous years only one 

passage was given this year containing a total of 25 m arks. I t  was interest ing, inform at ive and 

t ranslated very well by m any candidates but  only those who tackled it  very well achieved good 

m arks. The phrases like ‘cosm opolitan cit y;  ‘authent ic dishes’;  ‘Japanese tourists’;  ‘Russians’;  and 

‘high ceilings and doorways’ caused som e difficult y to less able candidates. St ill m any t ranslat ions 

were of very good standard.  

Quest ion 3:  

I n quest ion 3, only one piece of t ranslat ion was required this year for a total of 25 m arks instead 

of two t ranslat ion pieces given in the previous years.   

The passage 3 was about  seasonal change. Exam iners really enjoyed reading the answers, as 

there were m any variat ions in vocabulary used. Most  candidates were able to grasp the quest ion 

and t ranslated the basic idea com fortably. 

I n Quest ion 3, m any candidates were m ainly t ranslat ing the passage, including their own 
interpretat ions which were not  relevant (natural) قدرتی  ; 'کا تہوار اور میلہ مویشیاں   بسنت'   (Basant  fest ival and 

Horse & Cat t le Show) ; 'زرد اور پیلے  رنگ'   (orange and yellow) ; 'نہر'     (canal) .  

Quest ion 4:  

I n case of Quest ion 4, there seem ed to be a fair ly equal dist r ibut ion of the candidates at tem pt ing 

one of the three offered tasks for essay writ ing. Quest ion 4(a)  was about  ‘part icipat ing in a school 

act ivit y’ and was at tem pted by m any candidates. Quest ion 4(b)  was about  ‘why educat ion is 

essent ial for poor children’ which was also at tem pted by a good num ber of candidates. Quest ion 

4(c)  was about ’ the role of m edia,’ and it  was at tem pted by fewer candidates. Sim ilar to previous 

years only a few candidates chose to write on one of the essay topics as com pared to those who 

went  for writ ing a let ter. Those who tackled it  have shown good vocabulary and som e awareness 

of idiom s.  

 



The abilit y to plan and present  a balanced essay on one of the three quest ions, with an 

int roduct ion,  reasoning and a conclusion whilst  dem onst rat ing good use of Urdu language was 

evident  from  the  m ajorit y of essays.   

I n case of let ter writ ing, m ost  candidates had m ore or less sim ilar content  due to the nature of the 

situat ion described in the task, i.e. describing their reasons for not  being able to go to France. 

However, m any candidates m anaged to show their good creat ive writ ing skills to just ify gaining 

high m arks. The m ajorit y of students used the usual form at  of let ter writ ing. The qualit y of 

language and accuracy however, varied a lot  and candidates scored m arks accordingly.   

Paper  Su m m ar y  

 

The overall perform ance of the candidates was good. This qualificat ion is not  Urdu as a Second 

Language. Therefore, there are certain expectat ions at  this level of exam inat ion.  Keeping that  in 

m ind, there are som e areas for im provem ent  for candidates to achieve higher m arks.  

I n English to Urdu t ranslat ions, there were som e issues with qualit y of the Urdu language was 

evident . There were serious issues in writ ing nam es of cit ies, dates and t im es, direct ions, colours, 

use of appropriate tenses and plurals, and a general lack of variety in vocabulary. There were 

m any spelling errors in writ ing com m only known words and phrases.  

Teachers should carefully look at  these things when preparing their students for this exam inat ion 

to help them  score higher m arks. Som e candidates cont inued to have difficult y in writ ing num bers 

in Urdu. Candidates are rem inded that  the num bers writ ten in English digit s are perfect ly 

acceptable in this exam inat ion.    

The qualit y of perform ance in Urdu to English t ranslat ions was bet ter. However, som e candidates 

cont inued to skip certain words and phrases or t ransliterated them  during t ranslat ion. As 

exam iners read all responses carefully, such things were found easily. This pract ice m ust  be 

avoided at  this level of exam inat ion.  

Teachers from  all cent res m ust  ensure that  their  students understand the im portance of 

responding to the rubric. They m ust  focus their response precisely and accurately on what  is 

specifically being asked in the quest ion to gain high m arks, rather than writ ing their own 

interpretat ion.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

            Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

         Grade boundar ies for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this   

link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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